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Provide Detailed Feedback on the First Assignment        
Students often use the feedback they receive on their first assignment as a benchmark for your  
expectations. Therefore, in addition to making a rubric available to help students better 
understand your expectations, make an effort to offer more detailed feedback and opportunities    
to use that feedback to improve their work. This initial feedback and the opportunity to use your 
detailed feedback will impact the quality of student work on future assignments (Boettcher &     
Conrad, 2016). Students typically have questions, such as  

•	  How closely do you follow the rubric?   

•	  How much do you notice or count grammar mistakes?  

•	  How much analysis or reference to research is  sufficient?   

Tips for Providing Effective Feedback   
● Balance positive and constructive feedback so that students know what they did well and 

what they can do to improve.   

● Positive feedback should specify what the student did well in order to promote future     
usage of the practice.    

● When asking students to write more or develop their ideas, propose clear, open-ended   
questions  to  help guide their thinking.   

● Encourage students by using growth mindset cues to emphasize that they  have the ability 
to improve their skills and grades through this cycle of feedback and revision. For  
example:   

“Don’t worry about the grade on this one. Remember, this paper doesn’t count as   
much as the later papers, so if you support your ideas with evidence from the authors   
we’ve read on future papers, your grade will improve.  ”  

“When you include a counter-argument, your papers will be even better.”   
“I’m looking forward to seeing [the citations / your point of view / an example] about   
music therapy in the next one!”    
“I look forward to reading your revised essay using the feedback I provided;   
remember all of us, even professional writers, use this process of revising.”   

• 	 Provide manageable amounts of feedback; prioritize feedback that will help them on  
future assignments.   
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•  Use specific, clear and accessible language to help ensure your students understand the   
feedback terms you are using. For example:  

Rather than:  Use:  
derive  come from  
contextualize  provide context or background information   
salient  important  

Provide Feedback in Margins 
For written assignments, give specific feedback using comments in the margins to help students    
know exactly what works well and what they need to adjust. For example, if you want them to 
add a citation or develop an idea, you can underline the phrase or sentence that needs 
development or support and put your comment next to it. It’s a good idea to provide some  
positive feedback on the overall assignment to encourage students to keep reading. See the 
example of effective practice below.  

A positive note at  
the top encourages 
students to keep  
reading.  

Specific questions 
and directions help  
the student 
understand what 
needs to be added or 
clarified.  

Open-ended 
questions can help 
students think about   
and explain their 
ideas more deeply.  
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Positive feedback 
that is specific helps 
students repeat what 
they did well in 
future papers. 
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